CHANT, Clan 


One of the outstanding needs of the city of Toronto at the 
present time is a first-class astronomical observatory. For many 
years there have been persistent requests from our citizens for the 
privilege of observing through a large telescope the various bodies 
in the sky; the University of Toronto urgently needs facilities for 
practical instruction and for research in astronomy; and the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada is hampered in its work through the 
lack of a suitable plece where it may #teee at the servite of the 
public its valuable library and the instruments which it possesses. 


These wants have not developed ina day, but have been felt 


for a decade, Early in 1914 a committee was appointed by the 
Astronomical Society to consider the question of obtaining an 


observatory, and the chief provisions of its report were the following:- 


1. That the city should furnish the site. 
2. That the University should maintain the observatory. 


3. That the Society should have accommodation for its li 
and its instruments. 

4. That the observatory should include in its equipment & 
large telescope of aperture 20 inches and a smaller one of aperture 


9 inches; the former to be at the disposal of the publie at stated 


times ({ Saturday evenings }) and the latter to be ready for use by 
mateurs at all times. 
Let me discuss briefly these proposals. here is a suitable 


site included in property owned by the city on Bathurst St., above 

St. Clair Ave. It is suggested that the whole property be incorpora 
into the city's park system and a sufficient portion of it be 

allotted for the purposes of the observatory. It is intended that 

h 


the building shall be architecturally fine end this, with many other 


om Pom 


atures to interest the visitor, should make the park a very 


It is the duty of the University not only to give instruction 
in astronomy, but also to carry on a serious program of astronomical 


research and thus extend the bounds of our knowledge; to do this, 


however, it must have the proper means. I know of no University, 
comparable to ours in size or importance, which does not possess 

a better equipment for practical astronomy. Yet this is essential, 
as it is only by actual observation that a living interest in the 
universe about us is aroused. Some may he inclined to say that 


astronomical investigations have slight practical app 
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has many direct practical applications, such as in determining 


time, in supplying fundament information for the surveyor and 
the mariner, and in settling questions of chronology. Then I 


might refer to the extraordinary history of the gas helium which 
was discovered through observations at a solar eclipse; but in 


addition to all this, the discoveries’ in astronomy have powerfully 


’ 
influenced the development of man's intellect. It may well 
be placed along with good literature, good music and the fine 
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re important factors in evolving a noble type of 
civilization. They extend our horiz n, broaden our sympathies 
and make life much more worth living. 


The Astronomical Society during the last thirty years 
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n accumulating a library which is now of considerable 
value; and if has aquired a number of instruments, chiefly by 
donation. It is anxious to secure a suitable place where these 
may be made available to the citizens. 

But it does not require great mathematical talent or special 


Scientifie ability 
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enjoy many of the beauties of the universe 


e 


wn De 


CS 


and experience has shown that when a suitable opportunity is offered, 


the people will seize it. Let me give two instances. The Lick 
Observatory, on Mt. Hamilton, Cal., has brought distinction to the 
name of its founder and to the state in which it is located. To 
reach it one must travel 25 miles up a mountain road, and the time 
and expense are considereble, yet each year about 5000, from all 
parts of the world, visit it. The institution is onen to the 


public every day 


ee ? 


but on Saturday evenings the staff entertain the 
visitors and permit them to use the instruments. But a still 
more striking illustration is at hand. One of the best-known 
makers of telescope lenses and mirrors in the world is John A. 
Brashear, of Pittsburgh, Pa. While working in the rolling 
milis he made his first lens and mounted it into a telescope, and 
he has been trying ever since to provide opportunities for others 
to study the heavens. Some years ago he was chiefly instrumental 


in raising the funds for a splendid new observatory, and one of the 


features of it is a telescope continually open to the public. 


The number of those using the privilege is astonftshing. I have 

been furnished with the following statistics :— 1909, 1620 ; 

SIL. SATO e291 FOL} B98. 2410.2 BOS, 2588. + 19t4. SA he. 
T9153 394i: 196. 4290. BOLE SS%S.s 1918), Boo. Total for 

LO yeers, 29,023. Dr. Brashear, in a letter dated April 21 says : 


"May I say that, while I have been interested in scientific work 
for nearly half a century, and have done my best to bring the 
beautiful things in science to the comprehension of the laymen— 
yes, to the boys and girls— in lectures, etc., nothing ou 
my purely educational work has given me so much pleasure as the free 
lepartment of our observatory,— the reaJization of a dream of my 
later childhood.? The demand is as great as ever for admission to 


See the beauty of God's universe, and apart from the scientific 


~ 4 

side, its high moral worth counts every time and all the time." 

I have had some connection with the Boy Scout and Girl 
Guide movements and the constant demand from these active boys and 
girls is to view the heavenly bodies through a telescope. The 
teachers in our schools, as well as their pupils, are ignorant of 
the wonders of the universe, chiefly because they have not 
been introduced to them. A good observatory would be a splendid 
addition to the educatfongl institutions of our city and of the 
province. 
As I have already stated, the proposals outlined above 
for the establishment of an observatory were drawn up in 1914. 
First, they were approved by the @ouncil of the Astronomical 
Society. Then they were presented to the Parks Committee and were 
endorsed by them. The Board of Governors of the University 
also expressed approval. Then the war broke out and the active 
campaign had to be given up. However, the Council of the Society, 
in order to put its proposition in more definite form secured 
from an eminent firm of architects sketch plans of the building. 
These provide for a handsome and commodious structure, well adapted 
to the varied needs of all parties. I shall be pleased to give 
further information regarding them. 

I have no hesitation in saying that this is a unique opportunity 
for doing a great service to the antire community. The person 
of means who will supply this greet need will confer peculiar 
benefit upon the University, the Astronomical Society, the teachers, 
their pupils, and especially the citizens generally ; and at the 
same time he may bring lasting honor to his own name, or to that of 
one who may have died for his country, or possibly to that of one 


who was spared to return to his native land again. 


University of Toronto \ 


TORONTO, CANADA \ 


DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY 


University of Toronto 
TORONTO, CANADA 


DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY 


March 6, 1919 
Dear President Falconer, 

Mhe Red Cross work which hes been earried on 
in the Physics Building has been given up and the rooms 
are being cleared any supplies made up. During this work 
there has been a telephone for the workers. It is in the 
room across the hall from my office, and the instrument 
4s on ea branch from the telephone down in the basement of 
the building. 

Some considerable time ago I wrote you asking 
that I be allowed a telephone in my office. The Burser 
wrote me that the whole matter of telephonic connexion was 
under consideration, but nothing has come so far. While 
the telephone has been across the hall I have found it a 
very creat convenience, amd I write to urge that it be 
now brought over into my office. I have quite a large 
number of callsfrom outside, and much time is Last if: t 
have to run upsteirs or down to the basement ,--often to 
find that the line is busy, and causing further waste of 
time. The calls are not on account of my personal affairs, 
put in connexion with my work. I shall be much obliged if 
I can be given this accommodation 


Very sincerely yours 


President Falconer, : - 


University of Toronto. 
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